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GROWING STRONGER in the discovery and use of each person’s spiritual gifts for the Christian Church
I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong— that is, that you
and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.
Romans 1:11, 12

Each and every one of us has at least one spiritual gift that God has given us. And each and every one of us has a
gift for use in the Christian church. The first place in the Bible you would run into the term “spiritual gift” is
Romans 1:11, 12. Writing to the church at Rome, Paul says, “I long to see you so that I may impart to you some
spiritual gift to make you strong— that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.”
The first and most obvious thing to understand is that spiritual gifts are for strengthening others. This, of course,
does not mean that the person who has a spiritual gift gets no joy or benefit from it. But it does suggest that gifts
are given to be used. They are not given to be hoarded. To strengthen someone by a spiritual gift means to help
their faith to not fade as easily when trouble enters their life. If there is anybody around you whose faith is being
pressured in any way at all, consider whether you may have a spiritual gift peculiarly suited to strengthen that
person.
Later on in Romans, Paul writes, “Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of
yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you… We have different
gifts, according to the grace given us.”
Indeed we all have different gifts, and we need all of the gifts to make a church work. In times like these, your
gifts are sorely needed around here. You all have spiritual gifts that are needed at the Presbyterian Church of
Marion. By the way, spiritual giftedness does not end with age. We have spiritual veterans around here; you also
are very much needed during this time. But you all have gifts that God has given you and they need to be put into
use for the Christian Church.
To God be the glory.

APRIL 2022 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
April 3, 2022
Donna Kanouff
April 10, 2022
Randy Stear

April 17, 2022
Easter Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Donna Kanouff

Worship

April 24, 2022
Pastor Jackie Greene

APRIL 14, 2022
Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 p.m.
Donna Kanouff

Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church of Marion. You are encouraged to keep the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in your frequent prayers. If you don’t know what to be praying for, here is a
prayer you can use that has been culled from several sources:
Most gracious and loving God, having accepted the invitation to work together to
seek out and prayerfully discern the person who, even now, is being called to serve,
lead, and journey with the Presbyterian Church of Marion, we ask you to come to the
PNC’s assistance.

Prayers for our
PNC

As it is written in Psalm 139, “... you have searched us out and known us; you discern our
thoughts from afar; you follow our journeys and are acquainted with all our ways ...” Be with them now, Father.
As they continue in this search process, be present among them, and guide each step they take. Guide them in all
their doings, Gracious God.
Build unity among them, guard them from distractions, and help them to welcome different viewpoints and
perspectives as opportunities to hear, understand, and grow. Father, teach them to listen. But also, allow them
some Holy rest when rest is needed.
Inspire not only their minds but also their hearts, allowing one to form the other, within each individual, and
among all participants in this work. Open their hearts and minds to your presence, Lord Jesus.
Quicken the heart of the person begin called to serve as our next pastor. Remove any obstacles that might stand in
the way of this call. Reveal the path and lead the way, as we all know you as The Way, The Truth, The Life.
Lord, may the PNC offer themselves as fertile ground through which your work may be done. And when their
tasks are complete and the search is done, grant them quiet minds and confident hearts that, guided by your
wisdom, they will have accomplished what you have asked them to do. And then let them rest, be still, and know
that you are God.
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Palm Sunday Social….The deacons will be hosting a social following worship
on Sunday, April 10th. Start your Holy week off by joining us for a time of
fellowship and yummy refreshments. We could even parade with our palms from
the sanctuary to the social hall!

Social

May 5th - National Day of Prayer…This date is a national day set for us
to come together as a nation for a day of prayer. Our church along with
the Marion Center United Methodist Church will be holding our annual
24 hour prayer vigil. Prayer slots are for half hour increments. Prayer
guides are available at the church if you would like guidance on what to
prayer for. Join our prayer warriors as we lift in prayer our family,
church, community, our nation and other nations of this world. If you
would like to sign-up to pray, please contact Jennie Henry or sign the sheet
on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

LuAnne Baker as Ruth…..Please be sure to mark your calendar to join us
Sunday, May 8th, as LuAnne Baker will be presenting her portrayal of Ruth. LuAnne
has been here before and always provided a wonderful performance. “Ruth” tells of
her journey from worshipping idols to believing in God Almighty because of her
mother-in-law Naomi, how she coped with the death of her husband, labored in the
barley fields, found love again and was honored to be in the linage of Jesus.

Men’s Dart Club….A single, a double, a homerun!
Come join the men's community baseball darts gang on
Tuesday mornings at 8 a.m. in the social hall. Fellowship,
laughter and coffee are shared while playing darts using
the rules of baseball. All are welcome.

One Great Hour of Sharing…During the month of April we will be taking our special
offering for the Presbyterian Outreach One Great Hour of Sharing. Our collection will
focus on giving to their Disaster Assistance and Hunger Programs. Working together, if
we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!

VBS….Mark your calendars July 10th – 14th
Vacation Bible School returns to our church this summer and will go back to a 5 day
program.
Cokesbury's Food Truck Party VBS invites children of all ages to get on a roll with
God as a parade of food trucks rolls into their neighborhood for the summer's biggest
party!
This VBS invites children to pray as Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:11; "Give us this day our daily bread." These
words serve as a reminder that everything we have comes from God — and that it's by turning to God in prayer
that all of our daily needs are met.
Registration information will be coming soon!!
We do need volunteers!!!! Please see Heather Hood or stop by the office if you would like to help. Clearances
are required, but they are free. If you need assistance, Beth can lend you a hand getting them.

Camperships… If you have a child that decides to attend a summer church camp, the church
has camperships available through the Olson Memorial Camp Fund. Camperships are
available to active members of the church who have attended worship and/or Sunday School at
least four times in the current calendar year, beginning January 1. Stop by the office for an
application.

Mission update from Ethiopia….For quite a few years our church supported John and Gwen Haspels. Although
they are partially retired, we now support their daughter and her husband, Heather and Habtom Kaleb. This
group is helping do amazing things in Ethiopia, and we thought we would share their latest newsletter with you.

Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)
Ethiopia – Heather & Habtom Kaleb

PNC
Calvin Farren, Lorrie Gallo, Natalie Gatskie,
Chuck Glasser and Heather Hood
Active Military Service: Louis Good and Brianna Fulmer

ELDERS OF THE MONTH
Donna Kanouff & Linda Glasser

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Donna Black

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4 Alexis Mouser
15
7 Ken Ackerson
18
Sheri Repine
19
Tori Snyder
20
8 Kathy Reece
27
11 Jim Biss

Milestone Anniversaries
5 John & Lois Repine - 52nd
12 Ron & Melissa Leasure - 25th
20 Fred & Connie Edwards - 53rd

Katelin Wetzel
Joe Kanouff
Lynn Fry
Heather Turteltaub
Shauna Frazee

