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From the Pastor’s Desk...  
 

For To Us… 
For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 

 

Ages ago a certain great philosopher by the name of Wilver Dornell Stargell explained why baseball is the most 

difficult game that can be played. “They give you a round bat, and they throw you a round ball, and then they tell 

you to hit it square.” 
 

With all due respect to the great Willie Stargell, there are more difficult things in life than baseball, and not all are 

games. But like baseball, sometimes it seems like in real life we are given a round bat to hit a round ball square. 
 

2020 has seemed way too much like that. I’m not sure if 2021 will start out any better, but as we head into Advent 

and the deep of winter, we do need to keep our focus. Our focus on Jesus. In spite of it all, the Truth remains. We 

are loved, and the proof of God’s love for us is found in this. 

 

“For to us” a child is born. 

“For to us” a son is given. 
 

Focus about those three little words for a few moments. “For to us.”  It’s a promise. It reminds me of what the 

apostle Paul would write over 700 years later. “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:21. 
 

You see, God is for us. He is.  

 

(continued on next page) 
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The promise of God through the prophet Isaiah is clear. “For to us.” A child is born; a son is given. “For to us” is 

given the one we call, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 

For in spite of our current circumstances, there is One that has been given to us in the hope of a better future. It is 

Jesus, and it always has been. Isaiah knew who it would be almost 3000 years ago. Today we have the advantage 

of 2000 years beyond the birth of the child, the Son given as a sacrifice “for to us.” And in that, and that only, 

rests our hope for the future.  
 

 Another great philosopher named Will Rogers once said, “Things will get better - despite our efforts to improve 

them.”  He was right.  Our future rests in the arms of Jesus. Always has. And always will. Things may be hard, 

but nothing is too hard for him. 
 

Including to the birth of the one we call, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.” 
 

Given, For To Us… 
 

Merry Christmas!  
 

-Pastor Chris  

 

 

DECEMBER 2020 WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 
 

December 6, 2020  

Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-7 

“And He Will Be Called…Mighty God”  

Why did God take on human flesh? Because people were “walking in darkness.”  The 

darkness of sin.  Yet into the darkness will come the Light of the Messiah.  We are to 

know him as “Mighty God.” But a light is to come. 

The Lord’s Supper will be observed 

 

December 13, 2020  

Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-7  

“And He Will Be Called… Everlasting Father”  

Can the Messiah bring us out of the darkness when so many earthly rulers fail?  What might his rule and kingdom 

look like? He will succeed because he will be the “Everlasting Father.” 

 

December 20, 2020  

Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-7 

“And He Will Be Called…Prince of Peace”  

There is a need for peace – this has been true since the fall.  The Messiah will bring “shalom” into the broken 

world.  Through reconciliation; through healing; through beating “swords into plowshares” (2:4); through his 

blood.  (Isaiah 53:5) 

 

December 24, 2020 (Christmas Eve) 6:00p.m. & 8:00p.m. (Reservations Needed) 

Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-7 

“And He Will Be Called…Emmanuel” 

We celebrate Emmanuel this evening. But…what does it mean to us that God is with us?”   

The Lord’s Supper will be observed 

 

December 27, 2020 

“Short Stories” 

A series of Christmas themed short stories and poems will be shared.  

Isaiah ministered in a time, like ours today, of darkness.  He looks at the world and he sees so much darkness 

(Look at 8:16-20?)  Darkness in the world; darkness in the government; darkness in the spiritual realm. 

But a light is to come 

Worship 



 
  

Sunday Morning Worship and On-line Worship… 
 

As we continue along a path of uncertainly in the wake of the Covid-19 

pandemic, we are meeting for worship in the Sanctuary on Sundays @ 

10:30.  If you plan to attend, please know that worship will not look like 

it used to, at least for a while. What we are doing include 

 Recommending masks  

 There is no singing 

 Social distancing is recommended, and we encourage no 

congregating before and after worship.  

 No passing of the peace/fellowship time/passing of offering plates/communion is taking place. 

 We are not using printed bulletins but will have any needed liturgy up on the screens. 

 For several reasons, worship will be shorter.   
 

If you are in any way high risk (sometimes defined as age 65 or older or those with underlying conditions) feel 

free to stay home for your own wellbeing. As a matter of fact, if in any way you are uncomfortable with attending 

worship in our building, please know you are welcome to do or not do as you feel led.  If you are ill, please do 

stay home. We’ll see you when you feel better!  For those who stay home and have internet access, we plan to 

continue to offer on-line worship opportunities on YouTube.   

The Presbyterian Church of Marion has its own YouTube channel, and can be found easily from a link on our 

church web page, marionpres.org.  
 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS … 

It is never too late to join this Sunday morning study.  Join them in the social hall 

at 9:30 a.m.  

 

Come learn how much we have in common with early Christians, navigating in a 

similar secular culture.    

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE (2 Services) 

 

As we continue to watch the pandemic situation closely, the plan at this 

time is to hold two (2) services on Christmas Eve 6:00 and 8:00 in the 

evening.  Seating will be limited to maintain social distancing, we will be 

taking reservations. The service will differ in many ways from past such 

services.   

 

Our pandemic protocols remain in effect.  Most importantly, if you are ill 

in any way, or have the likelihood that you have been exposed to the 

COVID-19 virus, please stay home. We’ll see you when you feel better, or 

when your quarantine is over!  For those who stay home and have internet 

access, I do plan to record a service for Christmas Eve and posting it on 

YouTube.  

 

I know for many this will be an awkward Advent/Christmas season, to say the least. But, in however you choose 

to celebrate it, invite the Christ child to be with you.  He has no restrictions on his travel, spacing and 

congregating. 

 

-Pastor Chris 



Blue Christmas Service  

 Blue? Yes, blue as in the blues. As in "I am feeling blue." Not everyone is up and 

cheery for the Christmas holidays. Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life 

after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer or some 

other dis-ease that puts a question mark over the future, and a number of other 

human situations make parties and joviality painful for many people in our 

congregations and communities.  
 

Although we will not be holding an in-person service, we will be preparing a Blue Christmas Service and it will 

be posted on YouTube.  As Pastor Chris does every week, he will send out his usual email with details on how to 

watch the service. 
 

 If you are finding this season difficult to be joyful, allow this service to be a time and place for healing and hope 

before the Lord.  

 

 

December 27
th

 Worship… 
The Sunday after Christmas (Dec. 27) worship service will be the sharing a few short 

stories and poems.  If you have any interest in sharing one of the stories or poems please 

let me know. We will also need to p re-record them to share them on YouTube, so the 

earlier I can get started in this, the better.  
 

Again, if you are interested in participating please contact me (Pastor Chris)  
 
 

 

2020 Christmas Outreach…   
This year our mission project for Christmas will be to help supply items for Crystal Waters 

Personal Care Home.  We will be supplying some general items for all the residences, but 

we also will be buying some specific gifts for a few of the residences.  Tags will be on the 

Mission Christmas Tree in the Narthex with items for the residence as well as tags listing 

the general items we are collecting.  General Items needed:  hand towels, wash cloths, 

shampoo, body soap, knee his for the ladies and white crew socks for the gentleman.  Any of these items can be 

brought to the church and put in the box under the tree.  Those purchasing gifts for individual residences can wrap 

their gift and place the tag on the gift and put under the tree. Please bring your gifts by Dec. 20.  

 

 

RULING ELDER 

“As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the 

people, so the New Testament church provided persons with particular gifts 

to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s people.” 
 

This quote, from the Book of Order, sums up in a nutshell the 

responsibilities of a ruling elder. At our Nov. 15 Congregational Meeting,  

we adjourned without completing a full slate of ruling elders.  

Which is OK, because we would never want to simply “fill a slot.”  
 

My question to you as you read this. Are you feeling any tug of God’s Spirit to serve in such a position at The 

Presbyterian Church of Marion?  Any active member of the congregation is eligible, although serving as such is 

not for all. 
 

If you are feeling any such ‘tug,’ please feel free to speak with me about it. We do have one opening and would 

love to fill it with someone called to serve in such a manner. 
 

God bless you 
 

-Pastor Chris  



Family Promise…. 

New Life Lutheran Church will be hosting the Family Promise families the week 

of December 13
th

.  Our church will be providing dinner for them on Monday and 

Tuesday, December 14
th

 & 15
th

.  If you would like to help prepare part of the meal 

for one of these nights, please contact Jennie Henry or Susie Enoch. 

 

 

Christmas Poinsettias… 

The Deacons will be ordering Poinsettias for the church.  If you would like to 

purchase a Poinsettia in memory or honor of someone please sign the list on the 

bulletin board and take one of the provided envelopes to put your payment in and turn 

in to the office.  The cost is $10 and checks should be made to “The Board of 

Deacons.” 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
 
Homebound Folks:       Missionaries 
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson     Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda) 
 
Active Military Service: Benjamin Eaton   Louis Good  Brianna Fulmer 
 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS       ELDER OF THE MONTH 
1    Susie Enoch        Cindy Mouser 
                    
2     Debbie Hill                DEACON OF THE MONTH 
                 Susie Enoch 
3     Liz Gatskie                 
             19    Barb Banks        
4      Katie Moore              Ryan Edwards          Milestone Anniversaries                  
        Cassidy States                31  Russ & Sue Olson -  62nd  
5      Wendy Weeks       23   Jackie Pruner                      
                           
8      Doris Glasser  24   Rev. Bruce Shannon     
        Jonathan Kanouff                
        27    Dakoda Anthony      
12   Sue Olson                        Bob Edwards                
       Nicole Watkins                  
    28     Karl Lightcap 
14    Jed Gallo                   Russ Olson                              
                                 Josh Mouser    
17    Cheyenne Anthony                               
      31    Fred Edwards         
18    Kathy Mabon                        
                        
                     
         
 


