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GROWING STRONGER in care and nurture of one another in the family of faith.
And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. 32 And a crowd
was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 33
And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat
around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, he is my
brother and sister and mother.”
Mark 3:31-35
In the church, who is family? While it could be relation, ultimately your brothers and sisters in Christ are your
family. Christians are a family. We have new brothers and sisters, new fathers and mothers. We are related to
each other spiritually and will be with them longer than our earthly families. But, for sure we’re not a perfect
family. We have crazy aunts and messy toddlers. We still sin and create issues within the family. Families are
messy, but they are still family. Families have heartache, but they are still family.
In the above passage, Jesus is teaching, and we are told a crowd is sitting around him, no doubt soaking in every
word that came from His mouth. Someone interrupts his teaching, telling Jesus that “Your mother and your
brothers are outside, seeking you.” Why was his mother -that is Mary, and his half-brothers seeking him? Earlier
in Mark chapter three we get let in on a little family secret. After hearing of all the things Jesus was doing, in
verse 21 we are told this: “And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is
out of his mind.” They thought he was crazy.
When Jesus is told that his mother and brothers are there to take him away (yes, that is what they came to do),
Jesus asked the crowd around him, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” Serious question. Who are Jesus’
mothers and brothers? He looks at those sitting around him, and I envision him pointing to the crowd, and he
says. “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and
mother.”
So, you want to see your real family. Just look around the sanctuary the next time you come to church. You will
see your sisters, your mothers, your brothers, your fathers…who your real family is.
It is your church. And may the Presbyterian Church of Marion GROW STRONGER in care and nurture of one
another in the family of faith.
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Worship

Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church of Marion. You are encouraged to keep the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in your frequent prayers. If you don’t know what to be praying for, here is a
prayer you can use that has been culled from several sources:
Most gracious and loving God, having accepted the invitation to work together to
seek out and prayerfully discern the person who, even now, is being called to serve,
lead, and journey with the Presbyterian Church of Marion, we ask you to come to the
PNC’s assistance.

Prayers for our
PNC

As it is written in Psalm 139, “... you have searched us out and known us; you discern our
thoughts from afar; you follow our journeys and are acquainted with all our ways ...” Be with them now, Father.
As they continue in this search process, be present among them, and guide each step they take. Guide them in all
their doings, Gracious God.
Build unity among them, guard them from distractions, and help them to welcome different viewpoints and
perspectives as opportunities to hear, understand, and grow. Father, teach them to listen. But also, allow them
some Holy rest when rest is needed.
Inspire not only their minds but also their hearts, allowing one to form the other, within each individual, and
among all participants in this work. Open their hearts and minds to your presence, Lord Jesus.
Quicken the heart of the person begin called to serve as our next pastor. Remove any obstacles that might stand in
the way of this call. Reveal the path and lead the way, as we all know you as The Way, The Truth, The Life.
Lord, may the PNC offer themselves as fertile ground through which your work may be done. And when their
tasks are complete and the search is done, grant them quiet minds and confident hearts that, guided by your
wisdom, they will have accomplished what you have asked them to do. And then let them rest, be still, and know
that you are God.
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
PNC update…
The PNC continues to read PIFs and made contacts of possible candidates; however, the Lord has not brought
anyone forward yet. With over 300 churches (50 in PA alone) looking for a minister, we are one of many
searching. As we begin to reach out to seminaries and other outlets for posting our vacancy, we appreciate your
prayers and support.

Session update…
In the recent reorganizational meeting, the elders divided the committee responsibilities of Resource and Support
(R&S) and Ministry and Mission (M&M). R&S covers the physical concerns of the buildings along with the
creation of the yearly budget. Linda Glasser is chair with Sharon Ackerson, Jim Biss and Carol Fry as committee
members. M&M is responsible for Christian Education, Mission, Outreach, and Worship. Members include
Lorrie Gallo, Donna Kanouff, Barb Meese, Cindy Mouser, and Shawna Stanley. Both of these committees are in
need of congregational members to assist with the work and decisions. Please consider your gifts and
talents. How could you use them to help support the work of the church? Please feel free to speak to anyone of
the elders to learn more about how you can be involved.

Prayer Chain….
If you have a prayer request you would like sent out through our prayer
chain, you may do so by calling or texting Beth Turner at 412-289-6821
or Lorrie Gallo at 724-840-8229.
If you are not currently on the prayer chain and would like to join our
prayer warriors, please let Beth know and she will gladly add your email.

Lenten Devotionals….
We have downloaded and made available a Lenten Devotional called “Making the
Road: Walking through Lent”. It is published by Presbyterian Outlook and includes
devotions that include daily reflections and prayers written by Outlook editor Teri
McDowell Ott. The link to this devotional is included in the email you received for
the newsletter link. If you would like a paper copy, there will be some available at
the church.

Medical Supplies….
If you or a loved one is in need of small medical equipment, please contact the church
office at 724-397-8110. We have walkers, a couple wheel chairs, portable potty
chairs and a couple shower chairs. This equipment has been donated and can be
signed out for usage at no cost.
Have an extra item you would like to donate? We will gladly take these items as long
as they are in good condition and can be used safely. Contact the office to arrange
drop off.

Red Cross Blood Drive...The deacons will be hosting a blood drive at the church on Thursday, March 10th.
Hours you can donate are 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Pre-registration is required. Appointments can be made by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or by going to www.redcrossblood.org and enter Marion Center.
(If on-line registration is full, please call the number above they will try to fit everyone
in as there is a great need for blood!)
Be a part of the lifesaving cause!

Family Promise….
Our church will be providing meals on March 21 and 22 for the families
staying at New Life Lutheran Church through the Family Promise program.
If you would like to help with one of these meals, please contact Jennie Henry.
You can prepare part or all of the meal, all help is welcome!
Christian Café … join us for morning refreshments before worship.
From 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. coffee, juice and refreshment will be available in the Narthex.
Nourishment for your body before we head to worship to nourish our soul!

Daylight Savings time starts…Don’t forget to spring forward with your clocks!
Daylight saving time starts March 13th!

Celebrate Life… (formerly Celebrate Recovery) is a local ministry that our
church supports. It is a ministry that Pastor Jackie Greene has and is very
passionate about. It is a Christ Centered, Biblical based recovery process for
all who are broken and struggling and seek to break out of their bondages with
a desire to live in the abundance and fullness of a life with Jesus. Have
questions about the ministry, contact Pastor Jackie at:
gapministriespa@gmail.com
724-541-4875
We also have some brochures on the table in the
Narthex of the church.

Prayer Requests
Homebound Folks:
Kathy Mabon, Elinor Metz & Russ Olson

Missionaries
Musange Presbyterian Church (Rwanda)
Ethiopia – Heather & Habtom Kaleb

PNC
Calvin Farren, Lorrie Gallo, Natalie Gatskie,
Chuck Glasser and Heather Hood
Active Military Service: Louis Good and Brianna Fulmer

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1 Michael Gatskie III
Donna Kanouff
2 Barsley Harkleroad
4 Ken Black
8 Colleen Adamson
Scott Henry
10 Tricia Good
Sandy McKee
15 Virginia McMahan
17 Mindy Fetterman
24 Cindy Mouser
26 Bill Frazee
31 Mikey Anthon y Jr.

ELDERS OF THE MONTH
Lorrie Gallo & Cindy Mouser
DEACON OF THE MONTH
Lynette Clawson

Milestone Anniversary
10 Ken & Donna Black - 15th
20 Dave & Judy Schurr - 52nd
30 Kevin & Vicky Fisher - 20th

