REFLECTIONS FOR HoLy WEEK 2022
from the pastors of

The Marion Center Area Ministerium



An Introduction to Holy Week

This is the center of our story, the very beating heart of our faith as
followers of Jesus. This week, these days, and the motion that car-
ries us from conflict and controversy to betrayal and sorrow, and
then through the grave itself into the awesome surprise of resurrec-
tion, this is the pivot on which all of history turns.

That's why we retell the stories, year by year. That's why we take
the time to retrace |esus’ steps, in our congregations, and shared
across our community with a resource like this. Much like an ex-
tended family gathering around Grandma's large dinner table for a
holiday meal and asking her to retell the old stories of how she and
Grandpa met, or how they got through tough times, the church
comes back to the stories of Holy Week to remember who we are...
and whose we are. We are the cross-marked people of God. We are
the ones entrusted with the news of a Savior who goes into the val-
ley of the shadow of death with us and breaks open its power when
all seemed lost. We are the ones who learn how to serve from Jesus
washing his disciples’ feet, who learn to pray from Jesus’ passionate
vigil in the garden, who learn how to face death with the brave wom-
en at the cross and the tomb, and who learn to come to life all over
again at the foot of a rolled-away stone. This is our story, the uni-
verse's story, and indeed God's story.

50 we invite you to join with us this year in Holy Week. The pastors
of the Marion Center Area Ministerium offer these brief reflections
for each of the days of Holy Week, from Palm Sunday through the
Resurrection of Our Lord on Easter Sunday, as a way to experience
the stories of Jesus' passion, death, and resurrection in a new way.
Let these readings be a part of your daily routine for this week, and
let them pull you closer to the God who has loved us enough to go to
a cross for us.

Blessings to yvou and yours this week, this Eastertide, and always.

Christ's Peace,

The Pastors of the Marion Center Area Ministerium



Palm/Passion Sunday—April 10, 2022

By Rev. Michelle Worzbyt, Clymer and Harmony United Presbyterian Churches

Luke 19:28-40 (New International Version)

28 After |esus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As
he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives,
he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you,
and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever rid-
den. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anvone asks you, ‘Why are you untying
it? say, ‘The Lord needs it."" 32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it
Jjust as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked
them, "Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.”
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put [esus on it.
36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 When he
came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the
whaole crowd of disciples began jovfully to praise God in loud voices for all the
miracles they had seen: 38 "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the
Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in
the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 40 " tell you,” he
replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”

This all too familiar passage, Jesus riding a colt into |erusalem, gives us the
visual, concrete reason for celebrating this day of waving palms. As we rush
to tickle our neighbor's ear, and bend our palm into a cross, we miss the
greater announcement occurring here: Jesus truly is more than just a leader,
he IS the Son of God. Colts and donkeys have a reputation for being stub-
born beasts of burden. They need to be broken in order to accomplish the
tasks that their owner requires. They do not naturally like something on
their backs. But we read that the disciples bring a colt, a young animal, to
Jesus. And it “has never been ridden.” (vs 30). Jesus is placed on top of the
colt, and he rides it several miles into Jerusalem. Despite the distractions of
the crowds, shouting voices, and a grown man on its back, the colt remains
steady. Who else would be able to accomplish such a difficult task? God,
through his Son |esus, is at work in even the simplest of details, like a colt

Holy God, sometimes life feels like a parade rushing by us as we stand on the
sidelines and try not to miss it! There are hundreds of things that catch our
eye, but the thing we fear missing the most is you. Slow down the speed on
this parade. Paint the colors of this world a little brighter. And dance
through the words in our Scripture passage until it is almost impossible for
us to miss you there. God, | am here. | am trying to pay attention. | am ask-
ing for your grace and mercy today. Amen.



Monday in Holy Week—April 11, 2022

By Rev. Colleen McFarland, Plumville and Atwood Preshyterian Churches

Jesus has entered into Jerusalem for the last time. The week long Passover
Celebration has started. The celebration was a reminder of when the
Lord's angel of death passed over the households where the blood of a
lamb had been spread on the doorframe. At last they were freed from
bondage to Pharaoh. The celebration serves to remind the Jews of God's
long standing faithfulness to the promises he made and the hope they have
for the future. Below are readings using Mark's gospel and questions for
your consideration.

Monday Cleansing & Cursing - Mark 11:12-19

Vs 12-14 Fig Trees require 3 years before bearing fruit; they bear fruit in
late spring and early fall. The tree was fruitful in appearance only with
leaves but no fruit. Is this a warning against Jerusalem? Religions leaders,
churches, and for us today? Being busy is not the goal. The ultimate goal
for a faithful Christian is to be about the Father's business. |esus cursed
the tree because it was not producing fruit-it looked productive but was
not. He found lacking and cursed it. lsrael looked faithful, the temple was
well attended, the priests were busy offering sacrifices and the laws were
professed loudly.

Vs515-17 Temple Both tree and temple appear to be thriving but neither
are bearing the desired fruit. Read Isa 56:6-7 The Temple is filled with
people selling stuff to “aid in worship” there were the people selling ani-
mals to be bought for sacrifice, exchanging coins-only temple coins would
be acceptable for offerings. People were taking short cut through temple
instead of walking around. This was the only area that gentiles could come
and pray and yet is was filled with noise and people coming and going. All
this became a barrier for some to worship and resulted in righteous anger
from Jesus.

Den of robbers - read Jeremiah 7:9-11 God is angry with corrupt worship
practices. They didn't live their faith, they came to worship as if it would
protect them from their sinful activities, the ‘image of faithfulness' was
more important than actual faith. They understood God was at the temple,
and went to visit but they did not live with him the rest of the day/week

Vs 18-19 Jesus has directly criticized the priests for the way they have
been running temple worship and what they are allowing to happen inside
of the temple. They are spiritually bankrupt-they are not producing good
fruit (fig tree)! They are now actively looking for ways to kill him. Ewvil/sin
does not like to be exposed and will strike out at God's light.



Reflection Questions

»  What about way we live our lives and the activities that we participate
in? We have a limited amount of time, does the way we spend our
time, working, resting, socializing rooted in or flow from our desire to
please God? Are we focused on promoting God's kingdom or are we
serving ourselves?

= How does this speak to you today? Does it bring into question our hab-
its of worship? What is most meaningful to you and can you say why?

Tuesday in Holy Week—April 12, 2022

Morning...Jesus is speaking with Disciples...The Fig Tree is destroyed from
the roots up-the fate of the temple(destruction) is due to poor quality of
the spiritual leadership of the temple.

Vs 22-25 Jesus teachings on prayer. Prayer that moves mountains is pray-
er for the fruitfulness of God's kingdom. It is not our positive attitude-
must be a believer in the One our prayers are directed to. We must not
hold grudges against others; our hearts must be as unhindered as we can
make them. Forgiveness is hard work but we are the ones who benefit
from it the most Our prayers must be for the good of God’s kingdom. It is
certainly good to share our concerns and express our desires, but all must
be at the submission of the Lord's will.

Vs 27-13:37 - Controversy

In Jerusalem, in the temple courts, the Religious leaders question Jesus.
They question His authority to do the things that he has been doing. He
has essentially called them out. They want to squash him but don't know
how yet. They try to trap him-make him look bad in front of others as he
did to them. Jesus demands an answer about John the Baptist. They evade
him-they did not care for John the Baptist as he also questioned how they
did things. So they didn't try to intervene when he was imprisoned. They
were self-serving not seeking the truth. Jesus was given authority by God
at his baptism where John was a part of it. The teachers are unwilling to
respond in faith and action so there is no way they will ever hear the Word
of Truth. Are we able to hear the truth or are we evading it?

Evil Farmers 12:1-12 - Tenants are rebellious, God is gracious, they keep
rebelling, God is gracious, he sends his son and they kill him too. Are we
ever like the tenants? Wanting to keep for ourselves instead of giving up
what we believe to be ours? Read Psalm 118:22-23 The cap stone is re-
jected. Jesus was rejected by the "builders’ but he would become the cap-
stone of a new building-the new way. Whose church is it? We are to be
good stewards. We are challenged by God's enormous grace!



13-17- Give to Caesar and Give to God. Should they pay the tax to the gov-
ernment who congquered them? If Jesus says ‘yes' the crowds will turn
against him. If he says 'no’ he will be arrested. Ultimate loyalty is the issue
at hand, stuff and things belong to this world, but we belong to God as we
are made in his image! As Christians, we are to support our government
but work to make sure decisions are righteous in the eyes of God.

18-27 - Sadducees-did not believe in resurrection of the body but the
Pharisees did. 0ld Testament laws said that man must not die without
heirs to carry on his name, see Dt. 25:5-6. What life will be like after
death, we are not told. Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-50 and 2 Corinthians
4:16-5:10 This is what Scripture tells us about life after death. There are
things that we thought we knew and things that we hope for but we don't
know. And if we trust God, we must accept this mystery. Otherwise, we
begin to limit and manipulate God trying to make him fit into our precon-
ceived notions instead of letting him be God! Also while we understand
the Bible points us to a living God, who can know the mind of God? No one.
It is important to know the Bible but must not let our understanding of it
limit God. Things will be different in heaven. Doesn't mean we will not
know our spouse-but it will be different

Vs 28-34 - Greatest Commandment |esus responded with the Shema be
one with God see Deut.b:4,5 (Faithful Jews quote morning and night)
Foundational for Christian community and then love for God, neighbor
and self. Love is foundation for authentic Christian community. Our faith
has to be more than just a ritual and we must not be the center of the uni-
verse! Itis not about us! The standard is high, but because of God's love
for us we are acceptable in our human efforts.

Vs 35-37- Read Ps. 110:1 & Matt 22:44 - Jesus quoted Ps 110:1 David
knew that while the Messiah would be his descendant but he still consid-
ered the Messiah to be his Lord. The religious leaders knew that the Messi-
ah would be from David's linage but they never considered that he would
be God in the flesh.

Vs 38-44- Widow's mite. Giving sacrificially is blessed by Jesus. We give
out of our abundance-we do not give what we have. [esus is praising the
small gift because it was all she had-she showed great faith!

Chapter 13- Jesus tells about the future

We are to be watchful. Herod destroyed the Temple in AD 70.

Vs 5-7 Be watchful, know the Word for yourself then no one can take it
away or confuse you. Read Jerimiah 29:8 & Ephesians 5:6 For centuries
people have claimed to know when Christ was coming. That is opposed to

the word of God. Scripture tells us that the time has come when we see Je-
sus appearing in the clouds (see 13:26 & Rev 1:7).



V5 9-11 - We must be prepared to be challenged and face opposition and
view it as an opportunity to be a witness for Christ. Does this make you
uncomfortable?

Vs 14 Abomination that causes desolation - is referring to the desecra-
tion of the temple by God's enemies. [t happened several times in Israel's
history.

Vs 20-37 - Elect are God's chosen people, read Romans 8:29-30, Eph 1:4
-5 God desires all to be saved but we have freedom to refuse to follow
God's ways. False Prophets can manipulate situations to suit; always
check to see if their teaching support the whole of Scripture not just a
couple of verses. Do they bring glory to God or themselves? While we
wait we should guard our minds; tell people about Jesus; stand firm; be
morally alert and obedient to God's word. We need to straighten up and
fly right!

Reflection Questions

» Lots to think about for today. What have you heard about heaven and
is it supported by Scripture or what we want to believe?

» How do you feel about sacrificial giving? Do you think that Christians
today truly understand what that means?

Wednesday in Holy Week—April 13, 2022

Passover was to celebrate the night the Israelites were freed from slavery
in Egypt (Exodus 20). While the religious leaders wanted to kill Jesus to
silence him, they didn’t want to cause a riot being mindful of the Roman
guards everywhere. But God had other plans, he made their plot the
greatest blessing ever. The perfect Lamb was his Son and he would save
the world. Often what is meant for evil can be used for great good if we
are in Christ. Romans 8:28-30

Vs 3-9 - they protested the extravagance of the gift, not because of con-

cern for the poor but because of their own greed! But Jesus praised Mary

for her act of worship. Does it surprise you that Jesus had a thief in

charge of the money see John 12:67

Vs 10-11 - |udas realized that Jesus was not going to create a political

kingdom where he could benefit in the way he wanted. His greed and de-

sire for status would never be met by following Jesus.

Reflection Questions

«  Why would |esus allow Judas to continue to steal money from their
common purse? Was he allowing another chance to 'do the right
thing'? When does God's grace come into play in situations like this?

o Has there ever been a time when you realized if you want to follow

Jesus, you have to change your goals and plans because they do not
align with the ways of Jesus? How easy is that to do?



Maundy Thursday—April 14, 2022
By Pastor Erica Wellner, Marion Center First United Methodist Church

Matthew 26:17-30 [New Revised Standard Version)

7 0n the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
"Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passo-
ver?" 18 He said, "Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, "The
Teacher says, My time is near; | will keep the Passover at your house with my
disciples.”™ 1% So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they pre-
pared the Passover meal. 20 When it was evening, he took his place with the
twelve; 2 and while they were eating, he said, "Truly I tell you, one of you will
betray me.” 22 And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him
one after another, "Surely not I, Lord?" 23 He answered, "The one who has
dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. #* The Son of Man goes
as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is be-
trayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been
born." 25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?" He replied,
"You have said s0." 26 While they were eating, [esus took a loaf of bread, and
after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this
is my body." #7 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them,
saying, "Drink from it, all af you; 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which
is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 291 tell you, | will never
again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when [ drink it new with
you in my Father's kingdom." 30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out
to the Mount of Olives.

It seemed like any other ordinary night, any other ordinary Passover din-
ner. And yet it wasn't. This would be the night that everything changed.
Jesus had been preparing his disciples for this night, telling them about his
upcoming suffering, but it they didn't seem to believe him. There was no
way one of their own would betray their friends, their teacher. But Judas
has set out just days before to do just that.

When we think about it, what happened that night was quite amazing.
While everything seemed normal, none of it was. On that night |esus would
wash the feet and break bread with his betrayer, just as he washed the feet
and broke bread with the other disciples, most of whom would run away
after his arrest in the garden, and one of whom would deny him three
times. But we're getting ahead of ourselves.

Let's spend some time at the table with Jesus and his disciples. When we
think of the last supper, we tend to think of our communion celebrations,






